TLCF Bible Study

Pastor’s Notes:
An Addendum Study 

to

 Divine Authority
“The Phases of Conscience”
1 Corinthians 8:7-12, 10:25-29
The New Testament addresses conscience no less than 31 times.

If you are not washed in the blood of Christ (baptized into the Body by the Holy Spirit), then you possess a Conscience that is deemed:

· Evil    Heb. 10:22

Of course, it is possible for a person to totally reject the Gospel, not responding to “that which is known about God” having been “made plain in their inner consciousness, because God [Himself] has shown it to them (Romans 1:18).  It is also possible for a person to “taste” of the things of God and appear to be saved, and then reject God altogether, having never been saved at all.
At this point, the Evil Conscience is subject to:

· Cauterization     1 Tim. 4:2

The desired Conscience is one that is:

· Good

1 Tim 1:5

Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

1 Peter 3:16

Having a good conscience ; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.

1 Peter 3:21

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

If your conscience is not being fed a steady diet of the Word of God by the Holy Ghost, then your conscience will become weak, or your already weak conscience will become weaker.

At this point, the Good Conscience is subject to:

· Defilement     1 Cor. 8:7

An Added Complication of Defilement - If a Believer entertains a defiled conscience, they run the risk of “temporarily” losing the property of discernment; You risk not being able to distinguish obvious “good” and “evil” in some instances.   Titus 1:15
